tabulum. Two different types are generally recognised: a primary or idiopathic form, and a secondary one resulting from well known recognised diseases. In the former condition, where an obvious cause is lacking, familial and racial influences on pathogenesis have been postulated. Genetic or environmental factors could be involved as well. Some cases suggest the possibility of heritability, though data about this have been very few so far. '-5 We have observed a family in which several members in four generations were affected (fig 1) .
The deformity was present in both hips and caused stiffness and limitation of abduction in all the patients. The symptoms started during the second or third decade and became severe in older persons because of ankylosis and pain. No biochemical or metabolic abnormalities were found. Three of nine affected members required surgical treatment (asterisks in fig 1) 
